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REMEMBERING A PILLAR OF ST. 

CLOUD, DICK BERNICK 

(Mr. EMMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EMMER. Madam Speaker, this 
past week our community lost a dedi-
cated leader and a friend. Dick 
Bernick, the patriarch of the third gen-
eration to run family-owned Bernick’s 
Companies, passed away after an in-
credible life. 

Bernick’s Companies is a Minnesota 
success story. This past year, Bernick’s 
and the Bernick family reached an 
amazing milestone with the 100th anni-
versary celebration of the business. 
Dick played a huge role in that success 
by guiding and growing the family 
business through good and financially 
difficult times. 

Dick Bernick’s life was an American 
success not just because of his busi-
ness, but because his life was filled 
with family, friends, and service to the 
community he so loved. Dick gave so 
much to the St. Cloud community. In 
fact, his company continues to donate 
a percentage of its profits back to dif-
ferent charities and organizations in 
the communities that Bernick serves. 

We send our sincere condolences to 
Dick’s wife, Lila; his children; and the 
rest of his family. We hope that you 
will find comfort in the fact that 
Dick’s life and his legacy of generosity 
have left an indelible mark on the com-
munity that he loved, and that he will 
always be remembered. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FAILURE TO 
DIVEST OWNERSHIP INTERESTS 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, it 
doesn’t take a law degree. It doesn’t 
take imagination. All it takes is com-
mon sense to see that President 
Trump’s ownership and his family’s op-
eration of hotels and golf courses and 
rental properties is ripe for corruption. 

President Trump’s failure to com-
pletely divest his ownership interest 
not only violates tradition followed by 
every other modern President, it is un-
constitutional. The Constitution pro-
hibits any U.S. official—including 
President Trump—from taking pay-
ments from foreign governments. 

His ongoing involvement in The 
Trump Organization will let foreign 
governments funnel payments to his 
businesses. Foreign operatives will try 
to curry favor with the administration 
with no accountability to the Amer-
ican people. 

When he took the oath of office last 
week, President Trump swore to pre-
serve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States. Sadly, his re-
fusal to cut his business ties has bro-
ken that vow in these very first days of 
his administration. 

HONORING RUTH SAMUELSON 
(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in memory of Ruth Samuel-
son, a long-time leader in the North 
Carolina House of Representatives and 
a former member of the Mecklenburg 
County Commission. Ruth is now in 
Heaven following a courageous battle 
with ovarian cancer. 

Ruth infused her faith in God in all 
aspects of her family, political, per-
sonal, and civic life. Because of her vi-
brant faith and commitment to focus-
ing on what truly matters, Ruth was 
known as a thoughtful mediator 
throughout her tenure in the North 
Carolina House, someone who ap-
proached tense, partisan issues with 
grace, yet never backed away from her 
convictions. 

In 2013, Ruth was in line for a top 
leadership role, but instead, she walked 
away, choosing instead to focus on her 
passions for family, faith, and philan-
thropy. Ruth’s last public statement 
was: ‘‘I want people to know that God 
is my good friend.’’ 

May the Lord bring comfort to her 
husband, Ken; to her children, Bobby, 
David, Joy, and Alex; her four grand-
children; and the countless lives that 
she touched. 

f 

WOMEN’S RIGHT TO MAKE IN-
FORMED DECISIONS ABOUT 
HEALTH 
(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of every woman’s 
right to make her own informed deci-
sions about her health, including ac-
cess to family planning and reproduc-
tive health care. 

While the rest of the world moves 
forward, we are turning the tide clock 
back to the era of ‘‘Mad Men.’’ How-
ever, unlike President Trump and my 
Republican colleagues, I have heard the 
voices of hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple I marched with last Saturday. 

I accept the overwhelming research 
opposing the outrageous policies that 
President Trump and the Republicans 
in Congress have placed at the center 
of their agenda, policies like the global 
gag rule and H.R. 7, the No Taxpayer 
Funding for Abortion Act. These dan-
gerous and irresponsible policies are a 
disgraceful attack on women’s rights 
domestically and throughout the 
world. 

Let’s get this straight, Madam 
Speaker. What this is about is keeping 
low-income women from accessing the 
health care they so rightfully deserve. 

f 

b 1215 

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 7 
(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 7, the No Tax-
payer Funding for Abortion Act. 

Madam Speaker, barring the use of 
certain Federal funding for abortion is 
not a new concept. The Hyde amend-
ment has, more or less, called for this 
ban for 40 years, but the Hyde amend-
ment is not permanent and must be re-
introduced every year for it to go into 
effect. As such, it has been reformed 
from time to time, and, sooner or later, 
I believe it will cease to be imple-
mented; so it is time to make the Hyde 
amendment permanent law. It is long 
overdue. 

Madam Speaker, this bill we are de-
bating is not about man versus woman; 
it is not about liberal versus conserv-
ative; H.R. 7 is not about taking away 
the rights of a woman. It is about pro-
tecting the rights of the unborn be-
cause, at the end of the day, this is 
what this comes down to. Who knew 
something so obviously and so morally 
right would be so controversial? 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
bill as we protect the lives of those who 
cannot speak for themselves. 

In God we trust. 
f 

H.R. 7 AND GAG RULE 

(Mr. LARSEN of Washington asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in opposition to H.R. 7, 
the latest attack on women’s reproduc-
tive rights. 

Today’s bill comes on the coattails of 
the new administration’s yesterday re-
instating the global gag rule, which 
limits women’s reproductive health 
care outside the U.S.—and all of this 
after 3.2 million women and men across 
the country participated in the wom-
en’s march last Saturday. The march 
sent a clear message that this adminis-
tration should not undermine women’s 
rights and women’s health care. 

And this is the response—to under-
mine women’s reproductive health 
care? 

Madam Speaker, the people of our 
country are watching; they are show-
ing up; they are paying attention; and 
they will not back down in the face of 
attempts to move this country back-
wards. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose 
H.R. 7. 

f 

SITES RESERVOIR IS OVERDUE 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, 
while it might be raining lately in 
California, we still need additional 
water supply infrastructure to meet 
the needs of agriculture and a growing 
population. The Sites Reservoir is the 
only project in California that will im-
prove the water supply for cities, 
farms, as well as for the environment. 
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